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MINUTES of the 

Meeting of the joint School Boards 

BASIS Tucson South (to be BASIS Oro Valley Primary),  

BASIS Scottsdale East (to be BASIS Phoenix Centra l), and BASIS Prescott  

 

Oc tober 2, 2013 

 

Loc ation 

BASIS.ed  Offic e  

Conferenc e Room 

7975 N Ha yd en Rd .  

Sc ottsda le, AZ 85258 

 

 

Members: 

 Present a t loc a tion: None 

 Present - Telephonic : Erin Pa rad is, Mittida  Raksanaves, Anthony Pituc c o, and  Carolyn  

     Mc Garvey 

 Not Present: None 

 Also Present: Rebec c a  Krause, and  Kristen Jord ison (a t loc a tion) 

 

Minutes taken by: Rebec c a  Krause 

 

1. Ca ll to Order of t the joint Sc hool Boards for BASIS Tuc son South (to be BASIS Oro 

 Va lley Primary), BASIS Sc ottsda le East (to be BASIS Phoenix Centra l), and  BASIS 

 a ) Carolyn Mc Garvey a t 10:00 AM  

 

2. Overview of BASIS Sc hools, Inc . new sc hools for SY 2014-2015. 

a ) Carolyn Mc Garvey informed  the Board  tha t BASIS would  like to pursue 

three New Sc hools p rojec ts for SY 2014-2015; BASIS Presc ott, BASIS Phoenix 

Centra l, and BASIS Oro Va lley Primary. BASIS Presc ott w ill open w ith grades 

5-10 and  eventua lly serve grades 5-12. BASIS Phoenix Centra l would  open 

w ith grades K-6 and  eventua lly serve grades K-8. BASIS Oro Va lley Primary 

would  be ad jac ent to the c urrent BASIS Oro Va lley c ampus and  would  

serve grades K-6. Consequently, the c urrent BASIS Oro Va lley sc hool w ill 

only serve grades 7-12 b eg inning  in SY 2014-15.  She noted  tha t eac h of 

these p rojec ts has a  sec ured  c ha rter but tha t the Board  w ill need  to 

amend  order to ac c ommoda te the app rop ria te sc hool names, loc a tions 

and  grade c onfigura tions.    

 

3. Disc ussion and  app rova l of Resolution OVP13-R01 to amend  the BASIS Tuc son 

 South c ha rter to rename the sc hool “ BASIS Oro Va lley Primary”  and  amend  

 the desired  loc a tion to be in an a rea  ad jac ent to the c urrent BASIS Oro 

 Va lley c ampus. 

a )  Approva l of Resolution OVP13-R01: 

i. Motion to app rove: Mittida  Raksanaves 

ii. Sec ond : Erin Pa rad is 

iii. Motion passes by unanimous app rova l of the BASIS Tuc son South 

(BASIS Oro Va lley Primary) Sc hool Board  Members p resent 
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4. Disc ussion and  app rova l of Resolution OVP13-R02 to amend  the BASIS Tuc son 

 South (BASIS Oro Va lley Primary) c ha rter to add  grade levels K-4. 

a ) Approva l of Resolution OVP13-R02: 

i. Motion to app rove: Mittida  Raksanaves 

ii. Sec ond : Anthony Pituc c o  

iii. Motion passes by unanimous app rova l of the BASIS Tucson South 

(BASIS Oro Va lley Primary) Sc hool Board  Members p resent 

 

5. Disc ussion and  app rova l of Resolution OVP-R03 to amend the BASIS Tuc son South 

 (BASIS Oro Va lley Primary) c ha rter to remove Mic hael Bloc k as Charter 

 Representa tive and  add  Cra ig  Ba rrett, Kristen Jord ison, and  Carolyn Mc Garvey. 

a ) Approva l of Resolution OVP13-R03: 

i. Motion to app rove: Anthony Pituc c o  

ii. Sec ond : Mittida  Raksanaves 

iii. Motion passes by unanimous app rova l of the BASIS Tucson South 

(BASIS Oro Va lley Primary) Sc hool Board  Members p resent 

 

6. Disc ussion and  app rova l of Resolution PC13-R01 to amend  the BASIS Sc ottsda le 

 East c ha rter to rename the sc hool “ BASIS Phoenix Centra l”  and  amend  the 

 desired  loc a tion to be an a rea  w ithin the boundaries of the Phoenix Union High 

 Sc hool Distric t. 

a ) Anthony Pituc c o inquired  as to why the c entra l phoenix loc a t ion was chosen. 

Kristen Jord ison respond ed  tha t the sc hool must ab ide b y c erta in loc a tion 

requirements in order for it to be elig ib le to app ly for Wa lton grant fund ing . 

b )  App rova l of Resolution PC13-R01: 

i. Motion to app rove: Erin Pa rad is 

ii. Sec ond : Anthony Pituc c o 

iii. Motion passes by unanimous app rova l of the BASIS Sc ottsda le East 

(BASIS Phoenix Centra l) Sc hool Board  Members p resent 

 

7. Disc ussion and  app rova l of Resolution PC13-R02 to amend  the BASIS Sc ottsda le 

 East (BASIS Phoenix Centra l) c ha rter to add  grade levels K-4.  

a ) Approva l of Resolution PC13-R02: 

i. Motion to app rove: Mittida  Raksanaves 

ii. Sec ond : Erin Pa rad is 

iii. Motion passes by unanimous app rova l of the BASIS Sc ottsda le East 

(BASIS Phoenix Centra l) Sc hool Board  Members p resent 

 

8. Disc ussion and  app rova l of Resolution PC13-R03 to amend  the BASIS Sc ottsda le 

 East (BASIS Phoenix Centra l) c ha rter to remove Mic hael Bloc k as Charter 

 Representa tive a nd  add  Cra ig  Ba rrett, Kristen Jord ison, and  Carolyn Mc Garvey. 

a ) Approva l of Resolution PC13-R03: 

i. Motion to app rove: Anthony Pituc c o  

ii. Sec ond : Mittida  Raksanaves 

iii. Motion passes by unanimous app rova l of the BASIS Sc ottsda le East 

(BASIS Phoenix Centra l) Sc hool Board  Members p resent 

 

9. Disc ussion and  app rova l of Resolution PR13-R01 to amend  the BASIS Presc ott 

 c ha rter to remove Mic hael Bloc k as Charter Representa tive and  a dd  Cra ig  

 Ba rrett, Kristen Jord ison, and  Carolyn Mc Ga rvey. 

a ) Approva l of Resolution PR13-R01: 

i. Motion to app rove: Mittida  Raksanaves 
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ii. Sec ond : Erin Pa rad is 

iii. Motion passes by unanimous app rova l of the BASIS Presc ott Sc hool 

Board  Members p resent 

 

10. Ca ll to the Pub lic  

a ) No members of the pub lic  were p resent a t the school boa rd  meeting . 

 

11. Ad journed  

a ) Meeting  ad journed b y Carolyn Mc Garvey a t 10:08 AM. 

 

 



BASIS Tuc son South (to be BASIS Oro Valley Primary) 

1. Desc ribe the ra tiona le for the inc rease in grade levels served : 

 

We desire to teac h our students to develop  a  love for learning  and  high-level 

thinking  and  organiza tiona l skills. By offering  students this opportunity in the ea rly 

g rades, a  BASIS Oro Va lley Primary K-4 c urric ulum c an result in fa r fewer students 

on ac ademic  support in the 5th g rade, and a  seamless transition to the more 

rigorous ac ademic  approac h in the BASIS upper grades. Just as the BASIS midd le 

sc hool c urric ulum is the reason why we enjoy so muc h suc c ess with our high 

sc hool students, we antic ipa te grea ter overa ll ac ademic  suc c ess with the 

imp lementa tion of Kinderga rten through 4th grades. We believe tha t c hild ren 

who move from our primary educ a tion program to our midd le sc hool p rogram 

will enjoy more suc c ess, thereby inc reasing the likelihood  tha t more students will 

c ontinue through to the rigorous high sc hool p rogram.   

Many of our inc oming 5th g raders lac k basic  literac y skills in read ing, writing  and  

math fac ts. Although BASIS is an open-enrollment sc hool, we believe many 

pa rents may not c hoose BASIS bec ause they feel their c hild  is a lready behind 

other inc oming 5th g raders. Those same parents may otherwise be inc lined  to 

enroll their c hild  a t BASIS in Kinderga rten. This expansion to the younger years 

c ould  enab le BASIS to reac h a  b roader spec trum of c hild ren with even more 

impac t on the c ommunity.   

The key is to develop  positive rela tionships with students and  families tha t will last 

throughout their time on c ampus and  beyond . An added  benefit for families with 

more than one c hild  will be to be ab le to have their c hild ren on one (or nearby) 

c ampus(es). 

 

 

2. How do the add itiona l g rades support the mission, educ ationa l philosophy, and 

methods of instruc tion? How does the imp lementa tion of the existing p rogram of 

instruc tion meet the needs of students a t the grade levels being  added ? 

 

The BASIS’  mission is to p rovide ac c elera ted  libera l a rts educ a tion a t 

interna tiona lly c ompetitive levels for a ll students. The rigorous c ollege 

p repara tory educ a tion a t BASIS read ies students for c ompetitive admissions 

p roc ess, helps them bec ome elig ib le for sc holarships, p repares them to prosper 

a t top  c olleges, and  enric hes their lives.  

The BASIS midd le sc hool c urric ulum is, in many respec ts, the “ magic  bullet”  

behind  this amazing rise to prominenc e. To prepare students for the demanding 



BASIS upper sc hool c urric ulum, we employ an ac c elera ted  midd le sc hool 

c urric ulum c onsistent with worldwide ac ademic  standards and  espec ia lly 

designed  to help  students develop  the ac ademic  and organiza tiona l skills they 

will need  to be suc c essful in high sc hool and  c ollege.  

By add ing elementa ry grades to this a lready suc c essful mid d le and  high sc hool 

p rogram, we a im to foster even higher levels of ac hievement and  mastery 

among our students. 

 

Our goa l is to p rovide an ac ademic  founda tion for lifelong lea rning. Grad e level 

inc rease will p rovid e prepara tory ac ademic  environment for c hild ren sta rting a t 

an ea rly age. From early on, students will have an opportunity to develop 

nec essary organiza tiona l skills, build  work ethic  and  teac h persona l responsib ility 

and  good  study hab its.  

The c urric ulum will be a ligned  with the c ommon c ore standards and  the Arizona 

sta te standards and  will p repare students for our advanc ed  midd le sc hool and 

AP-based high sc hool p rogram. We c urrently use the Saxon Math program and  

will use tha t p rogram in the ea rly yea rs.  

3. Desc ribe the level of p rofic ienc y tha t students must ob ta in to demonstra te 

mastery of ac ademic  c ore c ontent and  c lea r c riteria  for p romotion from one 

level to the next.  

The p rofic ienc y of the c oursework for the add itiona l g rades of K-4 is c onsistent 

with the profic ienc y for the c oursework for our 5-12 students. The p rofic ienc y level 

of eac h student will be based  on the student’ s performanc e on multip le sourc es 

of assessment a ligned  with the Arizona  Common Core Standa rds. Assessment will 

be a ligned  with suc c ess in the midd le sc hool BASIS p rogram. Just like the Upper 

Sc hool, we set the end  goa l and  bring  the c ourse work to the students, meeting 

them where they are and  provid ing  them with the tools for maximum growth to 

ensure they meet their educ a tiona l goa ls.  

We antic ipa te having  five grad ing periods for K-4 as we do for 5-7. We will g ive 

perc entage grades per grad ing period  with yea r-end trad itiona l letter grades (A, 

B, C, D, F) based  on the period ic  perc entage grades.  

We c urrently use standard ized  testing  to a llow us to judge teac hing effec tiveness 

and  to see how our students a re doing c ompared  with na tiona lly and 

interna tiona lly normed  examinations. We c urrently administer TestWiz for 

formative assessments and  will c ontinue this p rac tic e for the ea rly K-4 years.  

Although BASIS has a  very high level of ac hievement and  rigorous promotion 

requirements, we have very few students who do not meet those req uirements. 



Students who a re not performing are identified  early and  g iven ac ademic  

support. Students not ac hieving a  passing  level on summative assessments are 

g iven the opportunity to study and  have a  sec ond  c hanc e a t passing  before 

being passed over for p romotion. We feel the two reasons for the high pass ra tes 

a re bec ause we have the support and  uniform app lic a tion of the passing 

c riteria . These two polic ies will be c onsistently app lied  with high pass ra tes for the 

p rimary grades.  

4. Not app lic ab le 

 

5. What c hanges in sta ffing  will be needed  to imp lement the new grades, and  how 

will they c omp ly with the Highly Qua lified  federa l guidelines? 

 

BASIS takes a  unique approac h to teac her rec ruitment, hiring , and  tra ining ; we 

rec ruit and  hire ind ividua ls who may not have gone to sc hool to bec ome a  

teac her, but who have vast knowledge in the d isc ip line they teac h as well as a  

love of the c lassroom. Hiring  teac hers who are experts in the sub jec t they teac h 

is espec ia lly important a t BASIS bec ause teac hers p lay a  c entra l and  c ritic a l role 

in c urric ulum development and  syllab i design (with the p rovision tha t c urric ulum 

dec isions are aud ited  for c onsistenc y with the BASIS ac ademic  p rogram and 

sta te standards).   

 

As BASIS beg ins the elementary program it will ma inta in its foc us on rec ruiting 

and  tra ining  the best and  b rightest in the field .  This will require tha t the teac hers 

not only meet our c riteria  for exc ellenc e but a lso meet the requirements of 

Arizona ’s Highly Qua lified .  To ensure tha t the teac hers meet the Highly Qua lified  

requirements they will either hold  a  degree in elementary educ a tion or have a  

bac helors or higher degree and have passed  the AEPA or app lic ab le rec ip roc a l 

exam from another sta te. 

 

  



 


